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Settlements and urbanization8
The separate parts of the Earth’s surface are distinguished by particular natural features, transport 

accessibility, working and leisure condition. People evaluate and choose to settle down permanently in 
the most favourable of them.
Which natural components have the greatest importance for the origin 
of the settlements?

Factors of origin and development of the settlements
Natural factors play a major role for the transition to a settled way 

of life. The first settlements appear in areas with favourable climates, 
fertile soils and close to shores. Also attractive for settlement are 
places which are convenient for defence or with deposits of mineral 
resources.

A number of socio-economic factors influence the further urban 
development. In the past, they are mostly related to military actions, 
large-scale migrations, development of agriculture, craft, transport and 
trade. Subsequently some ancient cities disappear, others – expand.

The Great Geographic Discoveries, the Industrial revolution, the 
modernisation of transport and communications are the reasons for 
the appearance of new, fast-growing settlements. Big industrial, port, 
commercial, and financial centers are being formed.

The geographical position plays a major role for the origin and the 
contemporary development of settlements. The complex impact of the 
natural and socio-economic factors is evaluated through it. How are the 
main types of geographical position defined?

Classification of settlements
Settlements are grouped by different indicators. According to the 

geographical location, they are plain, mountainous, coastal, polar, 
desert, crossroad, etc. Which group does your village belong to? 
Traditionally, settlements are divided into villages and towns. 
According to the number of inhabitants they both can be conditionally 
classified as small, medium or large. Villages have less population 
employed mainly in agriculture (fig. 1).

Cities offer a number of advantages and are more populous. Their 
development is determined by the industrial and service activities. 

About 55% of the world‘s population lives in cities and their total 
number is about 400 000. They vary considerably by their external 
appearance, economic development and administrative role. 

The leading indicator of their classification by size is the number 
of the inhabitants. Their distinguishment is too conditional and 
depends on the demographic features of each country.

Fig. 1. Village in Japan
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The large cities with population over 1 million 
inhabitants are about 500 and almost 25% of the planet’s 
population live there. The number of mega cities with 
population over 10 million inhabitants (fig. 2) is about 
30. Most of them are in China, India, Japan, the USA and 
Brazil.

Cities also can be very small – with population less 
than 1000 people. An example for this is the smallest 
city in Bulgaria – Melnik (fig. 3), with only about 200 
inhabitants.

Cities can also be classified by their functions 
– productive, commercial, transport, defensive, 
administrative educational, etc. When they appear, they 
are usually mono-functional (with one leading function). 
Subsequently, they acquire greater significance and 
develop as multi-functional. The bigger the cities are, the 
more functions they perform. Unique features distinguish 
the capitals of the states.

Large cities such as New York, Paris, London, Brussels 
and Tokyo have a global political, finance, cultural, and 
tourist significance. 

Urbanisation 
The socio-economic development of cities leads to an 

increase of their importance and enhanced emigration of 
rural population towards them. The main reason are the 
better opportunities for employment and access to services. 
At the same time, many villages acquire new features and 
grow into cities. The relative share of the population that 
leads urban way of life increases. This process is known as 
urbanisation (from lat. urbs - city).

Among the most important features of the urban way  
of life and urbanisation are the higher concentration of 
population, the expansion of cultural exchanges, the 
improvement of the settlement infrastructure*, etc. Dynamic 
urban changes also have a significant impact on the 
modernisation of the way of life in the villages.

A major indicator of the level of urbanisation is the 
relative share of the living population in the cities. In the 
developed countries, it is over 75% and in some African 
countries – below 20%.

The expansion of modern cities is linked with the 
process of suburbanisation. It is expressed in the expansion 
of their spatial range by building up and joining neighbour 
territories and smaller settlements. Thus, suburbs emerge in 

Fig. 2. London - the largest city in Western 
Europe

Fig. 3. Town of Melnik 

Fig. 4. Los Angeles suburb
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the periphery (fig. 4), which together with the city’s cores 
form a common urbanised zone called agglomeration  
(fig. 5). There are about 250 agglomerations in the world 
with over 2 million inhabitants (fig. 6).

Another form of urbanisation are the megalopolises. They 
are formed by the fusion of large neighbour agglomerations 
into a vast over-urbanised zone covering thousands of square 
kilometers. The most populous among them are:

•	  Guangdong (China) - includes the cities of 
Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Dongguan, Hong Kong and 
others. It has about 55 million inhabitants;

•	  Boswash (USA) – the urban area from Boston to 
Washington. It has about 50 million inhabitants. Use 
a map and point out the big cities in it;

•	  Tokyo –Yokohama (Japan) – it has about 40 million 
inhabitants.

In addition to the favourable socio-economic conditions, 
urbanisation also causes some negative consequences.  The 
excessive crowding of population, residential buildings, 
production facilities, roads and cars cause a great number 
of problems. The environmental pollution, heavy traffic, 
increased crime, stress, and others are among them. In 
the big cities of many developing countries a poor rural 
population is gathered, for which there are no favourable 
living conditions (fig. 7).

Fig. 5. The agglomeration of Buenos Aires Fig. 6. Agglomerations with over 2 million inhabitants

Fig. 7. Rich and poor in Manila

Questions and tasks 
1. Which are the factors for the origin and 

development of the settlements?

2. How do cities turn into agglomerations?

3. Use a map of the world and classify large cities 
according to their geographical location.

What is needed to mitigate the negative 
consequences of urbanisation?

A r c h i M E DI A
•   According to the book “Guinness World Records”, the Croatian 

town Hum (20 inhabitants) is the smallest one in the world.

•   To acquire an urban status in Japan, a settlement there must have 
at least 50,000 inhabitants.

•   Over 60% of the world’s population lives in settlements, whose 
distance to the World Ocean is not more than 100 km.



Which crop-raising plants are intended for feeding domestic 
animals?

Essence, significance and factors for development
Livestock breeding is strongly dependent on biological features. It 

is a continuation of a number of crop raising activities. It provides food 
and raw materials for a part of the industrial branches.

Natural factors. They exert less influence upon the branch. For 
example, products such as meat, milk and eggs are produced almost 
all year round. More important is the role of seasonality for sheep-
breeding, beekeeping, silkworm breeding, as well as for pasture 
livestock breeding.

Socio-economic factors. Livestock breeding is dependent on 
the production of fodder. Essential role play demographic processes, 
labour habits and cultural peculiarities of the population. For example, 
in Muslim states pig breeding does not develop. For the Hindus, the 
cow is sacred and its meat is not used for food. The Japanese cuisine 
traditionally gives preference to fish products at the expense of meat.

The extensive livestock breeding is primitive and with low 
production efficiency (fig. 1), while for the intensive one typical are the 
modern farms (fig. 2).

Structure of livestock breeding
The branch includes a variety of activities and produces. It is 

divided into sub-branches depending on the type of breeding livestock 
(see Lesson 11, fig. 4). Each of them has specific features, factors for 
development and significance (table 1).

Hunting is one of the first ways to provide food and clothing. Gradually, people tame and begin to 
breed only those animals that are most useful for them.

Fig. 1. Cattle breeding in Africa

Fig. 2. Pig farm in Germany

Table 1. Major livestock sub-branches
Sub-branch Features Significance

Cattle breeding Traditionally, it develops under pasture 
conditions. A modern form of farming are the 
large suburban dairy farms. It depends on the 
production of fodder. Cattle breeding specialises 
mainly in the production of milk or meat but 
mixed breeds are raised as well. It is most 
developed in Brazil and India (Appendix 11).

The branch provides about 80% of the 
milk and 20% of the world’s meat.
In some countries, cattle is also used as 
draught farm animals (see Lesson 11, 
fig.5).
Veal fur is a raw material for the 
production of shoes and clothing.

Pig breeding It has traditionally developed under domestic 
conditions. It depends of fodder crops. The 
modern suburban pig farms (fig. 2) are closely 
bound to large packing plants. In some countries, 
it also develops under pasture conditions. Most 
pigs are bred in China and USA (Appendix 12).

It provides 1/3 of the world’s meat.
Lard is used in the production of soap 
and pharmaceutical products. 
It gives raw materials for the leather 
goods and footwear industry.
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Fig. 3. Mеrinо sheeps Fig. 4. Poultry farm Fig. 5. Silkworm

•   The ostrich egg weighs about 1.5 kg, which is 30-35 times more than 
the hen’s egg.

•   The cashmere goat is grown in the mountains of Asia. Its wool is very 
expensive because from one goat can be obtained only 150-200 g 
per year.

A r c h i M E DI A

The combination of natural conditions 
and traditions define the leading role 
of sheep breeding and horse breeding 
in the agriculture of Mongolia.

Questions and tasks
1. What are the features of the separate livestock sub-branches?
2.  Which socio-economic factors have the greatest impact on the development 

of the branch?
Explore additional sources and draw a cartosheme on countries where 
deer, lama, buffalo, camel and ostriches are typical.

Sheep breeding It develops under pasture and domestic 
conditions and in big farms. It is often together 
with goat breeding.
It specialises mainly in wool (fig. 3), meat or 
milk, but mixed breeds are raised as well. 
It is most developed in China, Australia and 
India (Appendix 13).

It gives raw materials for the textile, 
meat, fur and dairy industry.

Poultry farming

(hens, turkeys, geese, 
ducks, etc.)

Traditionally, it has developed into domestic 
farms.
Modern breeding is in poultry farms (fig. 4), 
located in grain producing regions or near large 
cities.
Hens are mainly grown, with breeds mainly for 
meat or eggs. The sub-branch has ubiquitous 
distribution.

It provides 1/3 of the world’s meat. It has 
a low caloricity and is used for dietetic 
nutrition. A valuable culinary product is 
a goose paste. The plumage is used in 
the light industry.

Silkworm breeding Production is seasonal. The biological 
characteristics of the silkworm are used (fig. 5). 
The largest producers are China and India.

The only raw material for production of 
natural silk.

Beekeeping Production is seasonal.
Large bee families are grown in hives.
It develops in close interrelation with crop-
raising (see Lesson 11, fig. 6).

Honey is a unique nutritious product. 
Valuable medical supplements are 
propolis* and royal jelly*.
Pollination from bees has irreplaceable 
significance for vegetation.

Breeding of horses, 
buffaloes, rabbits, 
camels, lamas, deer, 
ostriches, etc.

Their geographic distribution is dependent on 
the specific natural conditions or traditions of 
the population.

They have a different purpose – such as 
draught cattle, for food, clothing, sports 
and others.
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